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HERE AND NOW 
DECEMBER 2021 

Contributions to this Newsletter are very welcome and can be made by e-mailing them to rosieclark@tpg.com.au or 
to penelgreg@bigpond.com  Next issue March 2022 

St Matthew’s Poonindie 

St Matthias’ Wangary 

St Thomas’ Port Lincoln 

Why Scripture? 
 

Recently I have had conversations about understanding, remembering and applying 
the Bible. Firstly, let me say how encouraging it is to have these conversations. Sec-
ondly, I want to acknowledge the time, distance, cultural and language gap between 
20th century Western liberal democratic Australia and the Biblical context. Thirdly, 
there are lots of ways to get help to overcome those gaps. 

Everybody opens the Bible with preconceptions about God, religion, and Jesus. For 
some these are negative because of those who have wielded the Bible as a weapon 
or threat, and I am sorry for that.  So how can we open up ourselves to what God has 
written for us? Here are some thoughts…  

Pray a quick prayer before opening up the Bible, for example: “Loving God, You have 
given us these words to help us understand who You are. So today, by Your Holy 
Spirit, please help me understand, for the sake of Your Son Jesus Christ. Amen.”  

What Bible translation are you reading? Our Church services use the ‘New Revised 
Standard Version’ (NRSV) which is good but can be hard to follow. I suggest you start 
with the ‘New Living Translation’ (NLT) or the Good News Bible (GNB/GNT). There 
are lots of resources on the internet and mobile phone apps that are free to use and 
are formatted to be accessible: 

Internet: Bible Gateway (www.biblegateway.com) and Bible Hub (biblehub.com) 
have lots of Bible versions/translations and helpful tools to understand the 
context (times and places, people, prophets and kings). 

Mobile apps: YouVersion (Bible.com) lets you choose a version and has many 
“reading plans” for reading the Bible and for growing as a disciple of Jesus. 

Begin with one of the Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, John). Read through the book 
in good order so you can focus on the story and understand what is happening 
through it. 

A well-used technique to make the most of the reading process is “SOAP”: 

Scripture: Read the Bible passage. 

Observation: Then in a journal/notebook, write down observations: 

Who is speaking? What are they saying, to who?  

Where are they, and is that important?  

Where is God in this passage? What do we learn about God in this pas-
sage?  

Can I make any connections between this passage and others in the Old 
or New Testaments (this becomes easier the more you read)? 

Application: Think about what you have learnt. Does it make a difference in your 
understanding of God? In your life? Repentance? Forgiveness? Hope? Faith? 

Prayer: Finally, form a prayer out of the reading and the application, praising God 
for who He is and what He is doing, asking for help in areas of need, and 
praying for those we know who need His care and mercy. And remember to 
pray for our Church and your Parish Priest too! 

So I encourage you to find out for yourself what the Bible actually says, to study in or-
der to understand, and in doing so, to grow up in faith in the Lord Jesus. 

Steve 

This Newsletter comes to 
you from the Anglican 
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Acknowledgement 
 

We believe that all 
humanity is made is the 

image of God.   
We acknowledge and 

show our respect to the 
traditional custodians of 
this land on which we 

worship.   
As well, we acknowledge 
and respect all those from 

various races who 
travelled here to make 

their home. 

OP SHOP 

ON FRIDAYS 

 
VOLUNTEERS ALWAYS NEEDED 

 

• TO HELP SET UP 
 

• TO HELP AT THE SHOP FROM 
9.00AM TO 12.00 NOON OR FROM 12  
TO 3.00PM 

 

• TO HELP PACK AWAY 
 

PLEASE LET THE OFFICE KNOW IF YOU 
CAN HELP AND YOUR NAME CAN BE PUT 

ON THE ROSTER  

 
DONATIONS OF GOODS 

ARE ALWAYS WELCOME 

Morgan Davies completed his term of rector of St Thom-
as’ and the Parish of Port Lincoln in mid 1934, following 
an incumbency of almost 5½ years. As you will have 
gleaned from the preceding writings, his High Church-
manship and Socialistic tendencies had far reaching re-
percussions in both the local Anglican Church and the 
general community at times. 
Following Davies’ departure, Bishop Thomas saw fit to 
fill succeeding vacancies in the Port Lincoln Parish for 
the next 15 years with priests having High Church aspi-
rations. They were, namely, Canon A S Urch, Fathers E 
P Hadden, J P Neate, A H White and A W Pain. 
Starting from the incumbency years of Morgan Davies, 
considerable amounts of money had been spent on run-
ning the Parish etc, one way and another. This included 
the purchase of land allotments 174 and 175 adjoining 
the church property. Their acquisition alone had necessi-
tated considerable money borrowing. 
It was during Rector White’s term of office that Wil-
lochra became restive over the finances of the church, 
much to the annoyance of both Rector and Parish Coun-
cil. In order to allay the situation and pay off some long 
standing loans thought was given to the sale of allotment 
174. It was not until some years later however, that sale 
of the land was made. As a result of the querying of fi-
nances by Willochra the Parish Council and Rector be-
came somewhat critical of the Diocesan Administration 
System. Their concern was far reaching and resulted in 
White tendering his resignation. It was on his recommen-
dation that Parish Council contacted the Bishop of Ade-
laide requesting that the Port Lincoln Parish be returned 
to the control of the Diocese of Adelaide. An approach 
was made to Adelaide but without success. the contact 
was not in vain, however, as Adelaide, through Wil-
lochra, was instrumental in the Rev’d Pain being ap-
pointed to Port Lincoln to fill the vacancy created by 
Rev’d White’s resignation. 
Aubrey came to Port Lincoln from Ballarat with a meri-

torious background of service to his country and humani-
ty having served as a chaplain in the AIF from 1941 to 
1946 with service in Malaya and a prisoner of war for 3½ 
years. 
Aubrey’s incumbency as parish priest at St Thomas’ cov-
ered 5½ years at the conclusion of which there was a 
short lapse of time before another replacement was forth-
coming. Similarly, Kirton Point Parish was without a 
minister for the later part of this period following the 
transfer of the Rev’d Hallahan, and like St Thomas’ was 
relying on visiting clergy and lay readers for the conduct 
of services. 
At this particular time it so happened that the Rev’d Al-

wyn Blaxell was the Anglican minister at Tumby Bay 

and under the direction of Willochra, helped out periodi-

cally with services at both Kirton Point and St Thomas’. 

He was a middle of the road clergyman, doctrinally, but 

did not embrace High Church practices. Nevertheless, 

give and take, his personality and churchmanship was 

acceptable to both Parishes. Willochra soon seized the 

opportunity and appointed him to the Port Lincoln Parish 

as St Thomas’ Rector with the idea in mind of reuniting 

St Thomas’ and St Nicholas into one parish. In due 

course, much discussion and deliberation took place on 

the matter between Bishop Thomas and the two church 

councils. An agreement was eventually arrived at, where-

by the Kirton Point Parish and Church would be dis-

pensed with and its congregations come under the control 

of the Port Lincoln Parish. There were stipulations to the 

unification however, wherein it was concurred that most 

of the Anglo Catholic rituals and practices be discontin-

ued. † 

Eric O’Connor 

 

KNOWING OUR CHURCH’S HISTORY 

Continuing the story... 

Revised and reprinted  July/August 1999   Part 50 

PARISH PRAYER FOR 

PORT LINCOLN 
 

Father help us to be a Church that 
is a welcoming, caring, and mean-
ingful community. A community 
which enjoys the celebration of the 
sacraments and has a passion to 
proclaim the Gospel of Christ. A 
community which reaches out to 
others, sharing the love of God 
with them. We ask this through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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CHRISTMAS SERVICES 

The Christmas Service times for the Parish include 
something for everyone. From the young and informal 
to the traditional. 
 
 

Christmas Eve 
 
 5:00pm at St Thomas -Family 

fun and craft  
 7:30pm at Poonindie -Christmas celebration  
 11:30pm at St Thomas -Traditional Holy Communion  
 

Christmas Day  
 
 9:00am at St Thomas -Traditional Holy Communion  
 11:00am at Lake Wangary -Christmas celebration  
 

Sunday 26th Dec 
 
 9:30am at St Thomas –Traditional Holy Communion  
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BEVERLEY RHONDA FRENCH 

Beverley was the first born child of Cyril & Vida Thompson, and arrived to grace this world in Streaky 
Bay on 12th April 1941. She was later joined by her beautiful sisters Natalie and Sonia. 
Mum spent her early years growing up on a farm at Westall, then moved to Pantoulbie which was 
closer to Streaky Bay for schooling. She fondly remembers Betty Riecke taking her to school on the 
horse and jinker - and then riding her bike into school as she got older. Mum told us of the magpies 
who took great delight in testing their swooping skills as she rode her bike past their nesting trees - 
and despite this she has always had a fascination with birdlife. 
Mum often spoke of her childhood days. She grew up in a loving family where the door was always 
open to others. She reminisced about the times her family spent together at Smooth Pool where they 
enjoyed fishing, picnics and camping. 
Mum spoke fondly of the infamous Daisy Bates who stayed with her family on several occasions, and 
loved it when Daisy made her dandelion chains to place around her neck, and flower posies which 
were pinned onto her outfits. 
Mum's working career involved employment at a local Fish Factory, Elders and Abbott Motors where 
she was affectionately known as 'Shorty'- why she got this nickname is a mystery! 
In her teenage years Mum crossed paths with Malcolm French of Weitra Station. 
Dad was pretty keen on Mum, and invited her and her friend to the Picture Theatre. After being jilted 
by Mum, Dad and his mate discovered that there was a surprise party in Mum's honour on the family 
farm at Pantoulbie that same night. The two mates came up with a scheme and conveniently turned 
up at the party and told our Grandpa that their car had broken down, and asked if he could help them 
fix it. Being the hospitable type Grandpa invited them in to join the party-that was Dad's plan all 
along. The rest is history. 
Mum married Dad, son of Lawrie and Marjorie French in 1962 in the Streaky Bay Anglican Church. 
As a young bride she moved with her husband to Lairg Station, Sheringa, where she became his 
right-hand-man. Nothing fazed her, if she wasn't in the kitchen cooking up a storm, she was by Dad's 
side helping him with all types of farm jobs. She embraced the Sheringa Community and enjoyed be-
ing involved with the CWA, the Anglican Church and the Community Hall. 
In 1963 Malcolm & Beverley's first child Leanne was born, followed by Marjorie in 1967 and Emma in 
1983. Down the track they became proud grandparents of Talia, Martika, Amy and Luke. Mum loved 
her children and grandchildren unconditionally, always supporting and encouraging them throughout 
their lives. She taught her family good values, and showed them how to face adversity and draw on 
their inner strength in times of need. 
After leaving Sheringa where they lived for 25 years, Mum, Dad and Emma moved to Meningie for 2 
years, then spent 10 years on Flinders Island before purchasing their first home and settling in Port 
Lincoln. 
Mum became Dad's nurse when he developed renal failure. They went to Adelaide where she learnt 
how to operate the Kidney Dialysis Machine so that she could be Dad’s nurse and dialyse him at 
home. A moment Mum clearly remembers is when a dialysis nurse found her slumped in a chair with 
her head between her knees, and had asked Mum if she was studying the carpet! The nurse wasn't 
aware that Mum had a fear of blood, which she had to overcome - and yes there were many times 
she had to have a break to 'study the carpet' and regain her composure. Mum was right by Dad's 
side when he got his kidney transplant, and was also by Marjorie's side when she had her transplant. 
In recent times Mum enjoyed spending time with her 'walking group friends'- and spoke fondly of her 
friends, and their weekly coffee adventures. Mum treasured all her friendships she made over the 
years within the Church, and other groups she was involved in. 
Whilst Mum was small in stature, she had the biggest heart. She was a gracious and kind-hearted 
woman with a gentle nature. She has been described as an 'Angel on Earth' and a 'Rare Gem of the 
West Coast'. She was one of a kind - and she was ours. 
Mum had a strong faith in God, He was an important part of her daily life, and helped her through 
challenging times in life. He carried her through her times of grief when she lost Dad in 2006 and 
then Leanne in 2011. Knowing that she is now at peace in the arms of her Lord, gives us great com-
fort. 
We know Mum will be sadly missed by so many-keep her alive in your hearts, and smile when you 
think of her. She treasured each and every one of you. 
 

With thanks to Bev’s daughters Marjorie and Emma for making this eulogy available. 
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Yvonne’s 90th birthday 

MONA PUCKRIDGE 

 

She was a kind, strong, independent, generous woman and one of the least 

judgemental people I have known. She cared for family, friends, community and church. 

Mona was born in Elliston on 13 Oct. 1928, to Frances May & John Phillips, youngest sister of Mar-
garet & Alan of Kiana, Mt. Hope. She shared childhood stories of walking or cycling the 6 km to 
school at Mt. Hope, leaving water bottles and fruit in the rabbit holes on the way to school, to be col-
lected still cool and fresh on the return journey home. 

Entertainment most weekends consisted of sports (local cricket, tennis, football, netball played at the 
smaller communities around Lower Eyre Peninsula) and dances, also at places as far flung as Coul-
ta, Sheringa, Kapinnie, Elliston, and on occasion, Port Lincoln. Often transport was bicycle to Mt. 
Hope, then either horse and cart, or truck to the festivities. On more than one occasion, Mum rode 
her bike with friends to Coulta to play netball, then on to Kapinnie for a dance, arriving back at Mt 
Hope as others were having an early breakfast. Many lifelong friendships were formed over these 
early years. 

She and Dad (Lance) were married 4th. August 1950, and she became the backbone of the family 
home & farm at Broccabruna, Wangary. Outside of running the household, catering for any workmen, 
shearers,and raising 5 children, Mum’s interests were many and varied. Sports spring readily to mind 
- football– washing and mending guernseys for Marble Range B grade for many years, catering and 
working on the “afternoon tea shed” (i.e. canteen) during home games. She became a Life member 
of MRFC in 1978, and continued to follow her son’s & grandson’s games with interest. She was an 
avid Crows supporter. 

She followed local cricket, but didn’t enjoy the Aussie national team as she thought they were becom-
ing arrogant and unsportsmanlike! 

She has loved tennis over many years, and recently enjoyed hearing of Ash Barty and Alex De 
Minaur. Five years ago she went to Melbourne to the Aust. Open and 12 months later, to the Ade-
laide International at Memorial Drive. 

Her faith has been important to her, and she rarely missed a service at St Matthias, Anglican church, 
Lake Wangary; did regular cleaning duties there, and supported the Strawberry Fair for many years, 
and more recently Fridays in the Op Shop. 

In 1984 she survived the sorrow of losing a son, Duff, at the age of 31, and in 1997, Dad passed 
away. She maintained her independence staying on at Broccabruna, with support from both Free-
man, Peter and their families. 

Family recollections of those years include – 

Golf balls whistling around the sheds, as she practised her swing for golf in Coffin Bay, long daily 
walks around the farm, with keen observation of what activities were going on, and where machinery 
was being used, bird watching and native orchid hunting. She knew all the spots they grow along the 
highway. The best cook of sponges, especially the chocolate ones for birthday cakes, huge selec-
tions of biscuits and slices for morning and afternoon teas, and for catering for sports 

CWA - competitions for table day brought on freezer full of the practise cakes, often nut loaf!!! Family 
history – compiling the story of her father’s family from Immigration. She enjoyed trips on the EP bus 
tours – interstate, and to the whale watching areas of the Great Australian Bight, and numerous of 
their trips to watch the Crows play. 

She was very organised in her personal life, deciding herself when it was time to move from the farm 
into Port Lincoln, and then, more recently initiated her own move into Pioneer Village. During these 
last few years, she sat for her first practical driver’s licence in her late 80’s – and passed it!! She also 
enjoyed Indoor bowls at Coffin bay, Bocce in Port Lincoln, concerts and movies with family & friends, 
and playing cards (Koon Kan) with her grandchildren. 

She passed away quietly on Sat 9th. Oct, and is now at peace, pain free and re-united with her “baby 
girl” Patsy, who passed away 4 weeks before Mum, and also her son Duff, and much loved husband 
Lance. 

 

With thanks to the Puckridge family for making this eulogy available 
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SCRIPTURE REFLECTION 

REV  CANON STEVE WEICKHARDT 

Jesus didn’t stay in the manger. 
 

But when the kindness and love of God our Saviour was revealed, he saved us.  
It was not because of any good deeds that we ourselves had done, but because of his own mercy that he 
saved us, through the Holy Spirit, who gives us new birth and new life by washing us.  
God poured out the Holy Spirit abundantly on us through Jesus Christ our Saviour, so that by his grace 
we might be put right with God and come into possession of the eternal life we hope for. 
This is a true saying. [Titus 3:4-8a GNT] 

The birth of Jesus that we celebrate at Christmas each year is a miraculous event, testified to by angels 
(Luke 2:1-14) and Magi (Matthew 2:1-12). Visits by angels to Joseph (Matthew 1:20-21; 2:13) and Mary 
(Luke 1:26-38) prepared them for the unique events around the birth and the subsequent flight to Egypt to 
escape mad Herod. 

The Nativity was an act of God to infiltrate human history. But the danger is that we leave the infant Jesus 
in the manger and worship and adore Him, declaring ‘Immanuel – God with us’ while pointing at a seem-
ingly powerless infant. God the Son, the Second Person of the Holy Trinity, lay in the manger, still in full 
relationship with God the Father and God the Holy Spirit, fulfilling and completing God’s plans and pur-
poses in our history. 

The passage above from Titus 3 is one of our Bible readings this Christmas season. It reminds us of God’s 
plans and purposes, why the infant was born to Mary, nurtured by Joseph, adored by Magi and heralded by 
angels in the realms of glory. Because this person born was and is King of all, the One who could and did 
enable us to be put right with God the Father, we no longer adore an infant in a cot but a crucified and ris-
en Saviour who is ascended and glorified.  

Jesus of Nazareth was born in Bethlehem in a barn but did not stay there. Christmas has no point without 
Easter. And the children of God cannot stay in the barn either – adoring a powerless child. We are people 
redeemed by God through Jesus’ death and resurrection power, and by His power ‘we have come into pos-
session of the eternal life we hope for.’ We worship and glorify the risen Jesus, acknowledging Him as 
Lord of all the heavens and the earth, the seen and the unseen.  

So let us worship and adore with the angels “Glory to God in the highest heaven” where Jesus reigns, for 
He is the Saviour, the Lord, ‘who has given us new birth and new life by washing us’ clean from all our 
sin, shame and guilt. Jesus’ arrival in Bethlehem was a miracle with a purpose – to wash us clean and 
make us right with God. That’s something worth celebrating. 

Steve 

WE PRAY FOR.. 

Please keep in your 
hearts and prayers 

the family and 

friends of 

 
Myra Tyrell 

Joyce Robinson 
Bev French 

and 
Mona Puckridge 

 

Quickest Warmth 
Project:  
 

We would like to thank everyone who 
has supported this project to date.  
If you would like to help our next deliv-
ery, we are seeking small bottles of 
deodorant, shampoo and conditioner, 
moisturiser, good quality towels and 
new face washers, and anything that 
would make a nice addition to a Christ-
mas care pack.  
All items can be left at the office during 
opening hours or at the op shop on 
Friday. Please mark for QW. Alterna-
tively, we can arrange to collect items 
if required.  
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PLANT STALL AND OP SHOP 

THE CHURCH FLOWERS 

We often hear people commenting on the flowers in St Thomas and it is a credit to those on 
the roster who consistently create beautiful displays to enhance the beauty of the church. 
 
We especially thank Bev Woodroffe, Barbara Murphy, Penel Jones, Liz Rowan, Maureen 
Morgan, Marlene Slater and Kathy Lock for their time, effort and considerable artistic flair in 
arranging flowers every week. 

The final OP Shop Plus for 2021 was held on Friday December 10th and Saturday December 11th in per-

fect weather. The Op Shop enjoyed good business over both days and is now closed over the Christmas 
period, re-opening in January. 

Lots of beautifully baked cakes, biscuits, sweets and savouries were sold at the trading table on Saturday. 

The Plant Sale attracted a huge number and variety of plants and although there were still plants left over 
at the end of the day, the stall enjoyed really good sales. 

We enjoyed the patronage of That Coffee Cart, serving excellent coffee and drinks, and the Kraft Food Co 
van with a great range of snacks.  

Thanks go to all who donated goods, time and help on both days. It was a lovely event and much appre-

ciated by all who called in for a bargain. 
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OP SHOP IN 

PARISH HALL 

 

THE OP SHOP IS 

NOW CLOSED 

FOR THE 

CHRISTMAS 

SEASON AND 

OPENS AGAIN IN 

MID  

JANUARY  

This newsletter comes to you from the 
Anglican Parish of Port Lincoln in the Diocese 
of Willochra. 
PARISH PRIEST: 
Rev Canon Steve Weickhardt 0429 000 407 
revstevepl@outlook.com 
OLM Priest: 
Rev Brian Bascombe 0427 313 112 
Church Office and Parish Centre is at 
32 Washington Street, Pt Lincoln. 
Office Hours:  Wednesdays and Thursdays 
10.00 am to 1.00 pm 
Phone: 8683 0036  
Email: angparlincoln@bigpond.com 
Website: www.portlincolnanglican.com 
Facebook: Anglican Church Port Lincoln 
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