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HERE AND NOW 
JUNE 2022 

Contributions to this Newsletter are very welcome and can be made by e-mailing them to rosieclark@tpg.com.au or 
to penelgreg@bigpond.com  Next issue September 2022 

St Matthew’s Poonindie 

St Matthias’ Wangary 

St Thomas’ Port Lincoln 

A new partnership with Red Cross 
I’m really excited to share some great news that we are planning a new partner-
ship with the local Red Cross team in Port Lincoln. Red Cross have developed 
a Youth Development Hub pilot program to assist young people gain skills and 
experience in retail and barista training, and we are able to open up the Supper 
Room for this program to kick off. 

I think we all realise that opportunities for young people in Port Lincoln are 
limited. This Hub could provide ways for locals to learn the ropes and put their 
new skill to the test in a pop-up hospitality venue for a limited run. When the 
inevitable job vacancies arise for baristas and front of house staff, there will 
more locals to employ and give a new chance to. 

For our Parish this is a blessing to be able to see the Supper Room used more 
frequently and for a great purpose. There may be some new connections made 
between the Youth Development Hub and the Op-Shop in the Parish Hall. A 
bit further on, there may also be new ideas and ways to assist young people in 
different ways, and wouldn’t it be great if they are able to assist us in new 
ways! 

So when you see some promotion for a pop-up café in the Supper Room, come 
and give the participants a word of encouragement, buy a cuppa, and be gener-
ous with both. In the meantime, keep buying those coffees at the local estab-
lishments so there are lots of jobs when the Hub participants are trained and 

ready!         Steve 

This Newsletter comes to 
you from the Anglican 

Parish of  Port Lincoln in 
the 

Diocese of Willochra 

 

HERE AND NOW 
If are receiving a hard copy but 

would prefer to receive the HERE 
AND NOW electronically by e-

mail, all you have to do is send a 
request to this e-mail address: 

rosieclark@tpg.com.au 
And a bonus—it will be in colour! 

Alternatively, it is now available on 
our web site at  

www.portlincolnanglican.com 
You can have both the hard copy 

and the email if you like! 

 
FROM 

THE REV CANON STEVE WEICKHARDT 

Quickest Warmth Project 
A big thankyou to everyone who contributed to 
our Mother’s Day Packs. With the generous do-
nations from parishioners and from the wider 
community, we were able to give 9 women a 
lovely Mother’s Day gift pack. 
This month, (June) we have invited Rev Prue to 

visit us again. We are looking forward to tap-

ping in to her considerable experience with 

Quickest Warmth as we seek to move it forward. If you are interest-

ed in becoming a part of this most rewarding project, you might like 

to pop in to the Parish Centre while she is here. We plan to be in the 

Parish Centre Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, 14th,  15th and 

16th, and would love to see you. Please speak to Nel for exact times.    
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Acknowledgement 
 

We believe that all 
humanity is made is the im-

age of God.   
We acknowledge and show 
our respect to the traditional 
custodians of this land on 

which we worship.   
As well, we acknowledge and 
respect all those from various 
races who travelled here to 

make their home. 

 

KNOWING OUR CHURCH’S HISTORY 

Continuing the story... 

OP SHOP 

ON FRIDAYS 
 

VOLUNTEERS ALWAYS NEEDED 
 

• TO HELP SET UP 
 

• TO HELP AT THE SHOP FROM 
9.00AM TO 12.00 NOON OR FROM 12  
TO 3.00PM 

 

• TO HELP PACK AWAY 
 

PLEASE LET THE OFFICE KNOW IF YOU 
CAN HELP AND YOUR NAME CAN BE PUT 

ON THE ROSTER  
 

DONATIONS OF GOODS 
ARE ALWAYS WELCOME 

Alwyn Blaxell’s four years incumbency as Rector of 
St Thomas’ and Poonindie coupled with the servic-
ing of St Nicolas and its country centres of Lake 
Wangary, Couta and Mt Hope made him a very 
busy person. There is also evidence of him helping 
out with services at Cummins and Tumby Bay on 
occasions. His dedication to these rather excessive 
duties was acknowledged by the Bishop when he 
saw fit to raise Alwyn’s church ranking to that of 
Canon in 1955. 
Before concluding references to the part St Nicolas 
Church has played in our history, mention must be 
made of the untiring service given by Mr R E Story 
to the Kirton Point cause. In the absence of resident 
Rectors there from time to time he willingly filled 
the vacancies as lay reader and held a Morning 
Prayer Service for the parishioners each Sunday. A 
check of Vestry Records shows that he provided an 
Evening Prayer Service as well on occasions. His 
good wife backed him up and was a keen worker on 
the church’s ladies guild committee. 
It must also be mentioned that the St Nicolas 
Church was financially sound and on reuniting with 
the Port Lincoln Parish brought with it a sizable 
monetary asset. In this regard I make mention of the 
$4000 it transferred to the recently opened St Thom-

as Church Restoration Fund. Both Church and Rec-
tory were showing signs of age and salt damp dete-
rioration, hence the formation of the fund, the pro-
ceeds of which were put to good use in later years. 
Alwyn Blaxell was a level headed user of church 
monies and parish finances improved during his 
time. The Parish Council was apparently apprecia-
tive of his attribute in this regard as there is evi-
dence of it having raised $1400 to $2000 per annum 
in July 1955. 
It was with regret to all when Alwyn Blaxell ten-
dered his resignation as from 5 June, 1956 in order 
to fill a vacancy at Port Pirie. 
It should be mentioned that during this period of 
time our local parish was under the control of the 
Diocese of Adelaide and luckily it was able to sup-
ply a replacement minister promptly in the person of 
the reverend E A Wakeham. 
Ernest Wakeham was not a young man, but along 

with his wife soon fitted into the church life of the 

parish. He was an experienced business man and 

had worked in New Guinea prior to taking Holy Or-

ders. His churchmanship was evangelical being sim-

ilar to that of his predecessor.  † 

Eric O’Connor 

Revised and reprinted  December  1999   Part 52 

PARISH PRAYER FOR 

PORT LINCOLN 
 

Father help us to be a Church that 
is a welcoming, caring, and mean-
ingful community. A community 
which enjoys the celebration of the 
sacraments and has a passion to 
proclaim the Gospel of Christ. A 
community which reaches out to 
others, sharing the love of God 
with them. We ask this through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

*****  COMING EVENTS… 
• Saturday June 11th—OP Shop Plus and sale of Joan Belling’s household items in the Supper Room. Hot food and trading 

table as well. 

• Rev Steve and Vanessa are holding an Open House at the new Rectory on Monday June 13th from 2.00pm. The kettle 
will be on and all are welcome. See Steve for the new address. 

• The Bishop will visit our Parish on Tuesday 14 and Wednesday 15 June. During this visit we will celebrate a Parish 

Eucharist in St Thomas’ Tuesday 5pm followed by a dinner gathering in a local restaurant (TBA ). On Wednesday 15 

June the Bishop will be at the 10am service at St Matthias’ Lake Wangary.  
Bishop John will lay up his pastoral staff on Saturday 2 July 11am at Port Pirie Cathedral.  
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Mary Joan Belling was born on February 29th 1936 in Ceduna. Following a move 

to Minnipa, Joan spent time on the farm before eventually moving to Port Lin-

coln in 1952. 

In 1958 she married William Lawrence but the marriage was dissolved after only 

a short time. 

Her love was in nursing and she pursued this dream by moving to Geelong in 

1965 to begin formal training. In 1967 she then moved to Sydney to train as a 

midwife and then back to Port Lincoln in 1968 to work in Maternity at the Port 

Lincoln Hospital where she spent many years as a valued and respected profes-

sional. 

In 1973 Joan married the ‘love of her life’ Lou Belling who sadly died suddenly 

of a heart attack only six years later. 

It was then that she bought her house in Knott Street, shortly to become neigh-

bours of Geraldo and Josephine Perone and family. The Perone’s ‘adopted’ her 

as part of their family and she enjoyed their care and attention from then on, 

being part of all their celebrations and special events. 

Joan retired in the late 80’s and had no trouble filling her days. She enjoyed caravanning with her mother, Ro-

ma Crowther, and she was a volunteer for Meals on Wheels, a member of Probus and of Weight Watchers. She 

enjoyed her cards group and her regular get togethers with her friends from nursing.  

Joan looked forward to her regular trips to Queensland to stay with her sister Marie and family. 

In the Port Lincoln Parish she was a committed member of the St Thomas Ladies Guild, spent many a year on 

the Church Council, and contributed to the running of all fundraisers especially the Strawberry Fair. 

On May 9th Joan went up for a respite stay at Elliston and very much enjoyed the location and being near 

friends. 

Following a stroke, Joan passed away unexpectedly on May 16th at the age of 86. 

A significant part of our parish has gone, but we are fortunate to have so many wonderful memories to keep 

with us. 

JOAN BELLING 

JOHN DICKINSON 

John Axe Dickinson passed away on April 1st this year at the age of 

87. He was a regular member of the congregation at St Thomas and 

often mentioned how he not only enjoyed the services but also the 

social aspect of the Church community at St Thomas and the wider 

Parish of Port Lincoln. 

John grew up in the North of England. After agricultural studies, he 

joined the British Army and served in Austria monitoring Soviet com-

munications during the Cold War. After military service he moved to 

Southern Rhodesia (modern Zimbabwe) in a role that could be de-

scribed as a militarised Police Officer. He served there many years, 

meeting and eventually marrying Shirley.  

They moved to Australia and settled on the Eyre Peninsula with their two sons, and John worked with the 

Agricultural Department on weed control while also looking after Shirley as her health deteriorated. John 

eventually left government service to become Shirley’s full time carer until her death in 2011. 

John wrestled with matters of faith knowing what he had seen and experienced. He was a committed at-

tendee at St Thomas’ and social functions, ready to share stories and jokes he had gleaned from relatives 

in the UK. John died in March and his life was celebrated with family and close friend. He really was one-of

-a-kind. 
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OP SHOP PLUS 

SATURDAY APRIL 9TH 

 
On a beautiful Autumn Day a large number of parishion-
ers came to sell home baked goods, plants, sausages and 
hamburgers, and pancakes. 
The Untied We Made it group also set up their goods in-
side the Parish hall and the Op Shop was open for busi-
ness. The Cellar Folk Club added to the delightful atmos-
phere with their music. 

United We Made It 

Freeman and Trevor keep 
an eye on proceedings 

Rev Steve brought 
Megan to lend a 

helping paw 

Cellar Folk Club 

Isaac entertains the young ones 

Dudley and Louise on the 
BBQ, Simon and Josie on 
pancakes, Maurice and 
Wendy on plants and 
Penel and Liz on the 
trading table. 

THANK YOU 
Our grateful thanks go to eve-
ryone who helped on the day, 
and especially to the Bendigo 
Bank, Eyre Pastoral Pty Ltd, 
Bakers Delight and the Rotary 
Club for their generous sup-
port. 
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MOTHERS 
UNION 

Wave of Prayer  
 

Each year in June, Willochra’s turn on the World 
Wide Wave of Prayer cycle comes around. As Dioce-
san coordinator of our Overseas Links, it is my job to 
keep in touch with the diocesan contact in each of 
our 5 link Dioceses. This year I have been especially 
in awe of the process, as I have been able to make 
contact with all links except Thailand, and have dis-
covered how the Holy Spirit is working through the 
women in these countries. Despite extraordinary dif-
ficulties, so many good things are happening as God 
hears our prayers and answers.  

One example is in South Sudan; back in 2017 and 
2018 we were praying for the reconciliation program 
that Mothers Union were helping to facilitate in this 
war torn area. This process appears to have been suc-
cessful; Last year we were asked to pray for teacher 
training, among other things, and this year we have 
received photos of the successful graduates and a 
nursery school that is now up and running. We are 
now praying for funding to build more classrooms, 
and for the resources to support  these teachers. 

Remembering Joan, Our Sister in Christ 

Rosemary Raymond, Bev Woodroffe, Joan 
Belling, Nel Taylor and Reata Coffey  

Myanmar is not one of our links (which means 
they are linked with 5 other dioceses worldwide). 
However, as Mandalay Diocese is a sister Diocese 
to Willochra, we have been praying for them since 
Bishop David and Mary visited us a few years ago. 
St Thomas MU decided to gift some money to 
Mandalay MU through Mary, the MU Diocesan 
President, after their visit. Mary was able to facili-
tate a sewing training session, even though Covid 
created enormous difficulties. We are delighted to 
receive some photos from Mary showing how well 
this sewing project has progressed. We hear from 
Mary that things are very difficult at the moment, 
with the military dictatorship, and with Covid, but 
we can take heart that they are all safe, and contin-
ue to pray for their safety, and for democracy to be 
restored. 

This year we shall also be praying for our sisters 
and brothers in Ukraine. 

Please join us if you can on  

THURSDAY 9TH JUNE AT 10.30  

for our annual Wave of Prayer service. 

Photos from Mandalay, from the top 
 

Trainees in Yambio 2022; 
Children in Yambio Nursery School 

doing an exam 2022; 
MU Mandalay Sewing Project 2022; 

Mary and a Trainee 2022. 
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SCRIPTURE REFLECTION 

REV  CANON STEVE WEICKHARDT 

Who were Elijah and Elisha? 

In the Hebrew Scriptures (‘Old Testament’) there are two prophets who rise to prominence in 1 & 2 Kings, 
named Elijah and Elisha. You have probably heard various Sunday School stories including Elijah’s show-
down on Mount Carmel with the prophets of Baal, and his ‘ascension’ in a chariot of fire. Elisha is known 
for his encounter with Naaman, the enemy commander healed of leprosy, and a humorous encounter with 
some raucous young men who teased him about being bald – until two bears came and dealt with them, 
and they taunted no more (2 Kings 2:23-24). 

During our Sunday services we will hear more about these men and how they affected their nation and the 
nations around them. We will also seek to understand why Elijah was repeatedly referred to by prophets 
much later on as the precursor to the coming of the Messiah, Jesus of Nazareth, and Elijah’s appearance 
with Jesus and Moses at the Transfiguration. 

Elisha’s works and teaching were just as radical and powerful as Elijah’s. For example, 2 Kings 6:8-23 is 
an encounter where an enemy (Aram) threatened God’s people, God worked powerfully through Elisha 
even though the odds were firmly in the enemy’s favour, and through an act of mercy and generosity, 
peace was won between Israel and Aram. 

These two people simply trusted in the LORD their God. They did not ask to be in the situations they 
found themselves in. In human terms, the situations were impossible to survive, let alone see how God 
would fulfil His plans and purposes. But time and time again the LORD their God did exactly that, even as 
the prophetic voices became fearful and exhausted (1 Kings 19:4-18). The more they put their trust in the 
LORD, the more they saw His mighty hand at work to change the circumstances and turn the earthly pow-
ers upside-down. 

And we see the same results in Jesus’ ministry, as He repeatedly pointed people towards His Father in 
heaven and revealed His Father’s plans and purposes. He turned the powers of sin and sickness upside-
down to give life and vitality. He confounded those who trusted in temporal power, whether it was Roman 
power, Temple privilege, or local power. His own death on the cross was victory for the LORD our God 
over sin, death and the Devil while the earthly and hellish powers assumed it was a victory for them – until 
Jesus’ victorious resurrection. 

The prophets Elijah and Elisha who exercised ministry about 850 years before Jesus did incredible things 
in their time and place because the LORD their God chose to use them by faith. Their circumstances 
looked bleak but the LORD prevailed. So when we are tempted to despair about overwhelming powers, 
consider Elijah and Elisha who stood up in those circumstances knowing that it was not in their strength, 
but the arm of the LORD who will work to fulfil His plans and purposes. How wonderful it is to have a 

front row seat when God acts!         Steve 

Just for a GIGGLE... 
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St Matthias congregation all ready for a 
Nanna nap after Sunday lunch!   

May 22nd 2022 

ST MATTHIAS WANGARY 

OUR CONGRATULATIONS AND BEST 
WISHES TO BARBARA MURPHY WHO 
RECENTLY CELEBRATED HER 90TH 
BIRTHDAY. 
 
OUR CONGRATULATIONS AND BEST 
WISHES TO RUTH BUXTON WHO 
RECENTLY CELEBRATED HER 80TH 
BIRTHDAY. 
 
OUR CONGRATULATIONS AND BEST 
WISHES TO MARLENE SLATER WHO 
RECENTLY CELEBRATED HER 80TH 
BIRTHDAY. 

SEAFARERS 

I thought that it is timely to 

write a Parish update on the 
activities of the Mission to 

Seafarers in our Parish. Our 
activities have been in remission 
since the beginning of the pan-

demic, while maintaining our administration and 
status in the wider Mission. 
The Mission has served the seafaring community 

since receiving sailors at the Brougham household 
as early as 1908.  

The Seafarers who visit our Port are subject to re-
strictions and the services that we offer continue 
to change rapidly. We have been available, on re-

quest, to assist in referring shopping requests to 
agents and providers while seafarers have been 

unable to leave their ships due to COVID proto-
cols. The directions of owners still dictate no shore 
visits even though they are not restrained by local 

rules.  

Our mission has offered currency exchange, tele-

phone cards and internet access. These services 
have, since the restrictions, been undertaken by 
the Agents who can go on board.  

In the last couple of weeks, we have been able to 
shop for supermarket items and last week played 
host to a crew change while they waited for the 

“MV Fidelity” to berth. 

They had arrived directly from Manilla and were 

extremely tired, and thanks to Rev Steve and Tre-
vor Clark, we were able to offer a roast chicken 
takeaway while they waited for the taxi to the ves-

sel. 

The captain was extremely grateful and was inter-

ested in the mission’s beginnings, especially the 
autograph book so well preserved, and the digital 
copy that we hold. His personal story is one of the 

many we are privy to. As a father of six children 
aged from four to nineteen, he suffered the loss of 
his wife. At the time of her passing the youngest 

was just two, and he took leave for a year and has 
just begun his second contract, a one-year time 

away from home. As he said, I must go back to 
sea secure my children’s education and to provide 
for them into the future. 

The events of the week reinforced the need for 
the Mission to be active and available to the sea-

farers who visit our Port. 

Trevor Rowan,  

Chair Seafarers Mission Port Lincoln 

A Reflection 
 

The touch of your love feels like joy, 
the touch of your love fills my void, 

the touch of your love is all surrounding. 
Help me know you more today. 

 
The touch of your love feels like crying, 

soothe my heart as you only can. 
The touch of your love... is peace 

beyond the understanding of my soul. 
 

Simon Lathlean 
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OP SHOP IN  

ST THOMAS 

PARISH HALL 

 

THE OP SHOP IS 

OPEN IN THE 

PARISH HALL  

FRIDAYS 

9.00 TIL 3.00 

 
 
This newsletter comes to you from the 
Anglican Parish of Port Lincoln in the Diocese of 

Willochra. 
PARISH PRIEST: 
Rev Canon Steve Weickhardt 0429 000 407 

revstevepl@outlook.com 
Church Office and Parish Centre is at 

32 Washington Street, Pt Lincoln. 
Phone: 8683 0036 to leave a message 
Email: angparlincoln@bigpond.com 

Website: www.portlincolnanglican.com 
Facebook: Anglican Church Port Lincoln 
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